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AlICE’s key pieces
■ Bespoke units, £4,500, 
Woodchester Cabinet 
Makers, 01453 835580, 
woodchestercabinet 
makers.co.uk.  
■ Cupboards painted in Lime 
White estate eggshell, £48.50 
for 2.5ltr; chimney breast 
painted in Churlish Green, 
Chinese Blue and Green Blue 
estate emulsion, £32.50 for 
2.5ltr; all Farrow & Ball, 01202 
876141, farrow-ball.com.  

■ Wall tiles in Moustier 
Storm and Moustier Alpine, 
£3.20 each, Fired Earth, 0845 
366 0400, firedearth.com. 
■ Magnetic glass memo 
board, £280, Helena 
Angelides, 01453 878549, 
helenaangelides.com.  
■ Stove top kettle, for similar 
try Kitchen Craft Le’Xpress 
whistling kettle in Seashell  
Cream, £25.05, Amazon, 
amazon.co.uk. 

 
■ Coloured bowls, for similar 
try nested melamine bowls,  
£35 set of four, Rice at Nettle 
Green, 0845 652 2678, 
nettlegreen.co.uk. 
■ Neff T23S36 stainless 
steel gas hob, £226; Neff 
B15M62 stainless steel  
single oven, £580; both 
John Lewis, 0845 604 9049, 
johnlewis.com. 
■ Dishwasher, for similar try 
Beko DWD5411 dishwasher in 
White, £215.95, Argos, 0845 
640 3030, argos.co.uk.

The project
■ To refurbish and lighten a 
dark and tired kitchen by 
updating the existing oak 
cupboards and adding some 
contemporary appliances. 
■ Alice and Stephen had the 
original terracotta floor tiles 
sanded and polished. 
■ Spotlights were installed in 
the ceiling and extra lights were 
added underneath shelving to 
brighten the whole space.
■ The couple had some 
cupboards and worktop space 
removed so that a stainless  
steel cooker and hob could be 
fitted into the existing layout.  
A handy shelf was built in the 
alcove behind the Aga.
■ Alice and Stephen liked the 
existing worktops, which were 
made up of green 11cm sq tiles. 
They managed to find some 
green tiles that matched them 
exactly to replace damaged and 
missing tiles, and they bought 
more of them to tile the alcove 
behind the cream Aga too. 

Traditional look 
A wall-hung plate rack 
lends the kitchen a 
country-style look and 
allows Alice to display 
her colourful tableware.

Painted furniture 
Alice bought the wooden 
dining chairs in a market  
in Brussels years ago and 
painted them in pastel 
shades for a new look.

Bespoke shelving 
The couple had a shelf 
built into the wall behind 
the Aga to create some 
extra space to stand 
kitchen accessories.

the budget
Units.............................£4,500 

Appliances..................£1,043 

Tiles..................................£800 

Light fittings.................£300 

 �

TOTAL....................£6,643

 

‘

’

W hen we first saw the kitchen 
it was a very dark room but 
the oak units were of good 

quality. We decided to keep them 
along with the Aga, tiled worktops 
and the ceramic sink. I asked local 
kitchen company Woodchester 
Cabinet Makers to sand and paint all 
the cupboard doors in Lime White. 
They also built a tall larder cupboard 
and cut a hole in the worktop to 
accommodate a new hob. We tiled  

the inside of the 
chimney breast to 
match the worktop 
and removed a 
cupboard to make 
room for a stainless 
steel oven as we 
don’t use the Aga 
in the summer.

Alice Jolly and Stephen Kinsella made 
simple updates to their kitchen to 
transform it into a colourful space

Vintage feel

Who lives here? 
Alice Jolly and 
Stephen Kinsella with 
their son Thomas, 9.
 
Where is it? 
Stroud, 
Gloucestershire.  

KITCHEN dimensions 
7x5m.  
 
WhAT CHANGED? 
The oak cupboards 
were sanded and 
painted off-white.  
The original floor  
tiles were restored 
and a new hob and 
oven were installed.

Alice Jolly

property project

Candy stripes
The chimney breast is 
painted in multi-coloured 
stripes for an individual 
look. A utensil rail gives 
the room a vintage feel.

feature Victoria Jenkins  photographs Steve Russell
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Design notes
✻ Cupboards in off-white 
✻ Range cooker ✻ Painted 
furniture in soft pastel tones

SPEAKing from 
experience 

Alice says:  
‘As fitting a  
new kitchen 
can be such a 
huge expense, 
it really is worth 

seeing how you can 
update what you 
already have. Paint 
and fabric can 
transform a room, 
and re-thinking 
lighting can work 
wonders. The kitchen 
has to suffer a lot of 
wear and tear, so it’s 
important to make 
sure it will still look 
good when it gets a 
bit bruised – I never 
buy anything that 
can be easily broken.’  

Extra 
storage
The couple 
asked a local 
cabinet maker 
to build a tall 
larder unit to 
provide more 
room for their 
tableware. It 
has basket 
shelves for 
storing fruit 
and vegetables 
and the inside 
of the door has 
a handy space 
for stowing 
away spices. 

Range cooker
The cupboards were 
painted off-white to 
match the cream range 
cooker. Another oven  
was fitted to use in  
the summer months.

Vintage pieces
The gaps between the 
shelves are painted in 
candy shades to match 
the chimney breast. 
The Cornishware 
pieces add to the 
country kitchen look.

Seating area
The spacious kitchen has room for a comfortable 
sofa at one end where the family can relax while 
Alice is cooking. The original floor tiles were 
restored after being sanded and polished.


