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5 with VICTORIA JENKINS

Gordon and Vanessa Lazaro's move to
Gloucestershire became a very hands-on affair

WORDS BY VICTORIA JENKINS PHOTOGRAPHY BY WILLIAM GODDARD



CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS:

DNESDAY 30TH DECEMBER, 10AM TILL 4PM. REOPEN

NO MONDAY 4TH JANUARY

QUALITY MADE
TO MEASURE
FURNITURE

The A custom made sofa is a good quality investment
and will last you for years. A beech frame that is
guaranteed for 10 years will stand the test of time for
even the most energetic family, and you know that

you won’t have to replace in two years’ time as it is
collapsing. Mass production is cheaper but you won’t
get the quality that a local custom manufacturer can
offer you. You also have the comfort of knowing

that all of the components of your furniture meet the
highest UK safety standards so that you and your family

are in the safest hands.

Ordering your furniture is a very easy process - you

choose your shape and size, your feet legs or skirt,

your cushion fillings and finally the fabric. Prices

are easy to work out and your design can be sat

in your home in as little as 8 weeks’ time S.Rouse & Co.
Established 1938 T

99 Gloucester Road, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL51 8NG | 01242 234361 | www.srouse.co.uk

SOFAS & CHAIRS CARPETS RE-UPHOLSTERY LOOSE COVERS BLINDS

Hdu.'w Proud o’f&(m home amd wamnt to wuwprove it

At Tileflair we live by our name. We have a flair for tiles, it's all we do.

Receive helpful tile design tips:

Unit T16, Equity Trade Centre, Visit our gorgeous tile showroom
Hobley Drive, Swindon SN3 4NS and let us help you
01793 827272

tileflairswindon@gmail.com C/LQ&*LC}D W\Ml;tﬁ Wﬁfw@
r or discount,

tileflai K *10% off tiles excludes natural stone, cannot be used in conjuction with any other offel
www.tiletlair.co.u subject to availability, whilst stocks last, discount code valid until 31.12.15. Present this voucher in store to make the most of this offer.

164 COTSWOLD LIFE January 2016 cotswoldlife.co.uk



The big first-floor terrace

has eco decking ﬁaé%

The Lazaros' charming cottage extension is built of
Cotswold stone and Bradstone roof tiles. To the right
is their part of the original cottage which they
bought from owners wanting to downsize. They have
a half-acre garden, having bought extra land off the
neighbouring farmer to avoid having cows looking
through their windows

cotswoldlife.co.uk

ot very long ago Gordon
and Vanessa Lazaro lived in
an old cottage near
Tunbridge Wells in East
Sussex. It sounds idyllic
but Vanessa says, “It was cold, draughty
and the heating bill was astronomical. Plus
it was always a bit of a squeeze and when
we entertained it was positively crowded.”
The couple liked the idea of self-building
and they also wanted to move to
Gloucestershire where their daughter and
her family lived. Then they discovered an
old 1730s detached cottage tucked away in
the hills behind Nailsworth and
surprisingly, one end of the cottage was for
sale. “The owners wanted to downsize but
without actually moving!” says Gordon.
“Their cottage was quite big and they were
offering a sitting room with bathroom and
bedroom above. Plus there was already
planning in place for an extension to hold a

big kitchen and second bedroom above.”

The couple were able to amend the plans
to include an extra floor and a third
bedroom so went ahead with the purchase,
renting nearby for eight months while the
work was underway. “When we saw the
land with its amazing views we knew it was
the right move,” says Vanessa.

Gordon project managed the build and
was on site every day. “He got involved
wherever he could and loved being part of
the whole process,” says Vanessa. “He did
everything from laying the insulation, to
helping the RSJs go in, to driving the digger
and digging the drainage tracts.”

Meanwhile Vanessa was landscaping the
garden which was overgrown and on a
slope. “The first thing we did was to dig a
huge hole for a pond. Then more topsoil
was added, kindly donated by a local
farmer who let us have his old potato soil.
Unfortunately, within weeks, potatoes P
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The Wood Burning
Stove... perfected

Clearview stoves are considered
by many to be the finest available.
They combine clean burning efficiency
and state of the art engineering in many
designs and colours.

With the natural warmth produced
and an amazing view of dancing flames
behind crystal clear glass, they will save

you money and enrich your life.

CLEARVIEW
STOVES

Britain’s leading manufacturer of
clean burning wood stoves

COTSWOLD SHOWROOM
Stow-on-the-Wold GL54 1AA. Tel: 01451 831000
PLUS STOCKISTS THROUGHOUT THE UK

Manufactured at More Works,
Bishops Castle, Shropshire SY9 5SHH
Brochure Line: 01588 650 123
www.clearviewstoves.com

Designed and hand crafted with pride
and passion in the Cotswolds

Cricket table in English burr
oak, ‘Spires’ chair in English
ash and Scottish Elm,
Scrumpie-pup in soft fur

THE
RIEAIL
A oNA W
WOOD
FURNITURE Co. | The Real Wood Furniture Company

WOODSTOCK ﬁ
Makers of country chairs and fumiture in English oak, burr oak, ash, cherry and elm f
www.rwfco.com  London House, Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxfordshire OX20 1TS Tel: 01993 813887 i)
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The sleigh bed in the main bedroom is made of
leather and is teamed with a Neptune chest of
drawers and a reupholstered old chair

In the sitting room, the couple installed new oak
flooring, a new chimney and a wood burner

cotswoldlife.co.uk

were growing where a lovely flat lawn was
supposed to be. I spent weeks and weeks
pulling up the blooming plants!”

The couple planted lots of fruit trees,
shrubs and flowers, especially ones to
attract bees and other insects. “We are both
keen on wildlife and already the pond has
attracted frogs, newts and beautiful dragon
flies,” she says.

One of the reasons for self-building a
house was so that they would not be
dependent on oil or gas. “We wanted to be
eco-friendly, so we opted for an air sourced
heating system. We put in underfloor
heating on the ground and first floors and
insulated beyond the minimum
requirements.”

To save money, the Lazaros decided to
lay the under floor pipe work themselves.
“On a particularly wet, cold and very windy
weekend we clipped in the pipes exactly as
we had been told. It was long and laborious
work, but we were very pleased with

COTSWOLDINTERIORS

The bespoke bi-fold doors and
windows, all in oak, were made
by Arbor, and Vanessa made
the kitchen-diner blinds from
J Multiyork remnants

ourselves when we finished. Monday
morning came and the heating engineer
took one look and said, ‘It’s all got to come
up! You forgot to put a protective sheet
between the pipes and the insulation
blocks!” So we had to do it all over again!”

The ground floor of the new three-storey
extension is taken up by a huge open-plan
kitchen-living-dining room as the Lazaros
wanted as much glass and light as possible
and used oak on the bi-fold doors and
windows to get the look they wanted.

Above, over two floors, are two en suite
bedrooms and in the old end-section of the
original cottage are their sitting room and
another bedroom and bathroom.

For the flooring in the extension the
couple chose limestone as a complete
change from the uneven slate floors in their
old cottage in Sussex. “It’s also very
practical as it’s easy to clean - luckily, as
being so light it shows up the dog’s paw
prints. Now Bailey the beagle has to come p-
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Our Windsor model:

DANIEL KEENAN
INTERIORS

BESPOKE SOFA MAKER CHELTENHAM

Available in a wide
range of colours

Visit us d- ¢ | Professional Displays
vistaprofessionaldisplays.co.uk Tel: 01788 574 743
or B /VistaProfessionalDisplays contactus@vistaprofessional.co.uk

INDIVIDUALLY DESIGNED AND HANDCRAFTED
FURNITURE TO SUIT YOU AND YOUR HOME

oL

We know that one size does not fit all

At our workshop our team of craftsmen make upholstered furniture to fit
your space. With the comfort and styling you desire, from corner sofas
to large foot stools. We are so confident with our workmanship that all

of our furniture comes with a twenty year warranty. Please check out
our bespoke commissions on the ‘bespoke’ section of our website.

‘.ﬁ'
Outdoor Carpentry
Bespoke Furniture

Offering an extensive range of
carpentry and woodworking services

SOURCING LOCAL MATERIALS TO OFFER
ONLY THE HIGHEST QUALITY FINISH

Our shop is open Monday to Thursday 9.30am to 5.30pm. A guaranteed professional, unique and
Fridays open by appointment only. Saturdays 10.00am to 4.00pm. personable service across The Cotswolds

We have a very large selection of fabric books, so there’s plenty to

choose from including leading names such as Zoffany, Bakers, ./@: '
Osborne & Little and Mulberry amongst others.

9 SUFFOLK ROAD, CHELTENHAM GL50 2AF
01242 226882 | thecurtainshed@googlemail.com
www.danielkeenaninteriors.co.uk

TONY HOLLICK

Bespoke Furniture Designer of the Cotswolds
07897 213949 | www.tonyhollick.co.uk
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The Pegasus bath is fitted with a
whirlpool, and there is a Jacuzzi basin

in via the front door and sit on a coir mat
while we wipe his paws,” says Vanessa.

“We were going to buy an off the shelf
kitchen but everything changed while
choosing the flooring. Jamie of Precious
Stone wanted us to see our choice already
in situ as he had another client with the
same limestone tiles,” says Gordon.

“When we went to her house we not only
loved the floor we loved the kitchen units
too, which were hand made and hand
painted by a small local firm in a nearby
valley. The very same day we went off to
see Tim Buckingham, one of the directors
of Woodchester Cabinet Makers and loved
his style of cabinetry,” says Vanessa.

Now the focal point of the ground floor
extension is the glamorous Shaker style
kitchen, the units of which are
hand-painted in two modern shades of
grey with sparking quartz work surfaces.

Finally the couple and Bailey the beagle
were able to move in just before Christmas

cotswoldlife.co.uk

Vanessa at the island which|
the coupl o

2013 and invited the whole family round
for Christmas dinner in their brand-new
extension. “The only hitch was just before
Christmas when John Lewis told us they
couldn’t deliver our Smeg range cooker
until the New Year. Then Tim from
Woodchester Cabinet Makers offered to sell
us his display Mercury range cooker model
in his workshop. It was two years old but of
course never used, so we jumped at the
chance and bought it for a very good price.
And John Lewis refunded us.”

Since then Coco the kitten has joined the
family too and thoroughly enjoys the
underfloor heating for, as Vanessa says,
“Air source heating only really works in
well insulated houses - which this one is -
soit’s always as warm as toast. In fact,
sometimes maybe a little too warm!”

And Gordon adds, “Best of all is the light
which floods into our home all day long.
You really couldn’t ask for a more pleasant
spot.”
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STOCKISTS
Anything Stone:
01793 695110
anythingstone.co.uk

01454 270 039
aborbifold.co.uk

Denmans:
01453764 542
denmans.co.uk

Farrow & Ball:
01202 876141
farrow-ball.com

John Lewis:
0345 604 9049
johnlewis.com

Multiyork:
0121744 8546
multiyork.co.uk

Precious Stone:
0845 4660192
preciousstoneuk.com

Robin Clarke:
01568 760272
robinclarkewindsorchairs.co.uk

Woodchester Cabinet Makers:
01453 835580
woodchestercabinetmakers.co.uk
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