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The pretty kitchen painted in Terre de Vert and handmade by Woodchester Cabinet makers with island and dresser. The worktop is in Bianco Fantastico granite from
Bristol Marble & Granite. The glass pendant light above is £350 from Parkway Lighting, Bristol and the old chair stools were upcycled by Lynne who painted them in
Farrow and Ball Off White to match some of the kitchen units

en Tim Dare was
relocated from Surrey
to Gloucestershire in
1998, he and his wife
Lynne began looking
for a period property in the Cotswolds.

“Somehow we ended up viewing an old
cottage in Hartpury, in the Severn Vale,”
says Lynne. “It was everything we were
looking for as it was tucked down a
no-through road with fields and trees all
around, with a large well-landscaped
garden and many original features
including elm beams, an inglenook
fireplace and even a working well outside.”

The couple viewed it, went to the local
pub, sat outside in the beer garden looking
over to May Hill - and immediately put in
an offer which was accepted.

Rosemary Cottage dates back to around
1740 and is one half of a bigger property
which was divided some time after 1881.

“The previous owners had done all the
hard work and had taken off the brick
frontage to reveal the elm beams,” says
Lynne. “They had completely renovated it
by blasting the beams back to their original
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colour, replacing some of them, putting in a
new limed oak kitchen and moving the
staircase - it must have taken them months.
After we moved in all we had to do was
re-decorate and tend to the garden.

“For the first few years, it was like
running a bed-and-breakfast as all our
family and friends in Surrey couldn’t wait
to visit us every weekend.

Looking into the new garden room, on the site of a
demolished small conservatory. A lantern was built
into the roof to allow in more natural light along with
two sets of oak bi-fold doors from Arbor. The pair of
two-seater sofas are from Harveys and Lynne made
the cushions using Vanessa Arbuthnott fabric from
her Wildflower and Woodland collections

“But since then, my brother and his wife,
both sets of parents and another friend
have all moved from Surrey to live in the
area. Then Tim’s sister and her family
returned to the UK after 10 years in
Australia and they moved to the Cotswolds
too, so we are very lucky to have everyone
around us now!”

But about five years ago the couple
thought about moving. “We needed more
room downstairs and the kitchen needed
updating. However we were daunted by
both property prices and the costs of
moving and anyway we loved our cottage
and the village. Then one evening as we sat
on the terrace I said to Tim over a glass of
wine, “We could always extend into the
garden.”

They found architect Laurence Aston by
looking online and he recommended a
builder, Paul Roberts, who lived almost
round the corner from them. The original
plan was to have a two-storey extension
but to the couple’s dismay it proved far too
expensive.

“Even if we’d gone for it we felt we’d
never get our money back,” says Lynne. | 2
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However, the architect came up with a
great solution, which is what they have
now - a single-storey extension. The
kitchen was remodeled and a utility room
was created from some unused space. And
now - on where there used to be the
terrace, a small conservatory and part of
the garden - is an oak-framed garden room
and a gable-ended dining room with the
roof rising to an apex.

The Dares were delighted with this plan
and permission was granted in June 2012.

“However, first we had to move a
telegraph pole from the front garden which
carried ours and our neighbour’s power and
telephone lines,” says Lynne. “Western
Power told us that if we had a trench dug to
carry the cables underground across our
garden they would remove the pole and set
up another at the end of our garden free of
charge. I must say it was lovely to get rid of
it and all the overhead cables.”

But then they were told they had to have
a bat survey for which the couple were able
to reduce the costs by helping the “batman”
during his dawn and dusk surveys.

“Although there were bats flying around
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Lynne talking to her chickens Ethel and Bess

e Every time we
walk into our new
extension we smile

our garden, in fact behind our house there
was a bat motorway, thankfully none of
them had actually moved in,” says Lynne.
It took 12 months in all from the bat
survey to the first spade in June 2013. The
first things to be done were to demolish the
conservatory and remove many tons of
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earth from the garden. “We also took down
the exterior front wall of the kitchen and
built another internal one (where our ovens
and hob are now ) to create our utility
room.”

The Oak Frame Carpentry Company in
Stroud provided the oak timbering for the
dining and garden rooms and the couple
decided to have two sets of oak bi-fold
doors from Arbor opening onto the garden.
They also chose underfloor heating and
limestone tiles leading onto oak flooring in
the garden room.

There was a slight hitch soon after work
began. “The foundations were meant to be
at least one metre deep, but the diggers hit
bedrock at 700 cm!” says Lynne. “After an
inspection the guy from Building Control
okayed it. In fact he said that was why the
cottage was originally built here for, like so
many built in those days, it lacked
foundations and bedrock couldn’t be more
stable - so we were off the hook”

Work went swiftly and at one point the
builders, along with the team from Shellam
Joinery (who made and fitted all the oak
architraves, windows, doors and skirting

The open-plan dining room and garden room, showing the high apex roof. The travertine limestone flooring extends throughout here and the kitchen before giving
way to oak flooring in the garden room. The mahogany dining table came from Tim's mother who swapped it for a horse in the 1980s. The leather dining chairs are

from Ebay and the chandelier is from BHS, costing £255
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Sam the cat asleep in the couple’s Blue Bedroom which they painted in Dulux Baby Blue and White. The bed linen is from The White Company with blue pillow cases
from Laura Ashley. The beams upstairs were originally black but were shot-blasted by a previous owner to reveal the lighter wood
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The guest room is painted in Dulux Classic
Cream. The bed is from Marks & Spencer, with
Adeline bed linen from the White Company. The
fabric for the bed cushions is Clay and Charcoal
by Vanessa Arbuthnott

The porcelain wall and floor tiles are from B&Q
along with the sink and WC. The metal bath was
already there. The walls are painted in Dulux
Georgian 13 and White
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boards), were there seven days a week for a
month, working from dawn to dusk to meet
the target dates for the new kitchen
installation.

How did they manage without a kitchen?
“We did have one,” says Lynne. “We
emptied a tiny office - two metres square -
by the porch and the builders put in a small
cheap one for us including sink and taps, a
two-ring hob, dishwasher and shelving, so
it was all painless.”

Then by October, the builders were ready
for Woodchester Cabinet Makers to install
the handmade cabinetry including the large
island.

It was important to the Dares to use
natural materials such as oak and stone and
they chose natural colours too. “As green
fields surround us we chose Vert de Terre
and Off White paint by Farrow & Ball for the
cabinetry, which went well with the
limestone floors and oak beams,” says
Lynne. “We also chose fabrics by Vanessa
Arbuthnot, which just capture the feeling
of the countryside. We wanted clean lines
and as much light as possible.”

Finally, just in time for Christmas the
work was finished and the Dares held their
first family Christmas - “ in our beautiful

new kitchen, dining room and garden
room!”

Lynne sums up: “Every time we walk
into our new extension we smile. We love it
and can hardly believe it’s ours. We spend
most of our time in here now and we can
open the bi-fold doors to step straight into
the garden” W

ADDRESS BOOK

Laurence Aston architect,
01452 840811

Paul Roberts builder,
Q7775 585079

Oak Frame Carpentry Company,
01453 828788,
www.oakframecarpentry.co.uk

Woodchester Cabinet Makers,
01453 835580,
woodchestercabinetmakers.co.uk

Arbor, 01454 270 039,
arborwinsys.co.uk

Bristol Marble & Granite,
0117 965 6565,
bristolmarbleandgranite.com
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