Country

Simon and Philippa Ellis knew when they bought their 17th-century property it
was in need of some TLC, however they had a few surprises along the way...
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The newly-built garden room which has become the family’s
favourite room. Limestone flooring from Precious Stone has been
laid throughout most of the ground floor. The sofa is from TR
Hayes of Bath
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The sofas in the first floor sitting room are
Duresta from TR Hayes of Bath, and the
windows in here had to be taken out so that
the Duresta sofas could be carried in. The
Persian rug is a Ziegler

hen Simon and

Philippa Ellis first saw

their three-storey

cottage near Wotton-

under-Edge it was
perfectly habitable but there were a few
things amiss. “There was dodgy wiring
here and there and the upstairs lounge
had no proper lighting,” says Simon, an
architect. “There were many light switches
which just didn’t switch on anything at
all.”

“We wanted to move out of Bath and
into the countryside and we chose this
village as it had a lovely feeling to it,” says
Philippa Ellis, a landscape gardener. “Our
home, part of which dates back to the
1600s, had once been the village post
office and before that people say it was a
forge.” So the couple bought it and for
three years they lived in it while planning
changes. Then three years ago they
received planning permission (“it was
quickly granted as it’s not a listed
property”) and work began on building
two extensions, one of two storeys on the
site of an old wooden shed, and the other
a first-floor extension above the kitchen at
the other end of the house. It was then
they found there was a great deal more to
do, some of it discovered during the
process.
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Above: The wall between snug and corridor was once the external wall of the house before previous owners
added a facade. Simon had arches put in to this wall to create more light. The round pine table was picked up

years ago from a shop now closed

“We knew we would have to completely
re-roof the house, using stone tiles to
replace the mix of slate, stone and clay
tiles already there,” says Simon.

“We also knew we would have to rewire,
replumb and put in a damp proof course.
But we hadn’t realised the house lacked
foundations; in fact it was simply leaning
against the stone-built retaining wall of
the main village road which runs at the
level of the first floor.” So the builders,
Chappell & Dix, had to establish new

foundations for the new two-storey
extension and build a reinforced concrete
raft floor in it to link into the retaining wall
which they had also reinforced with
concrete.

Then at the other end of the house they
added a new stairwell and a first floor
extension above the kitchen and also built
on a garden room at the front of the
house. “This garden room is our favourite
spot. We love sitting in here admiring
Philippa’s handiwork in the garden and
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Above: The bed in the main bedroom is a Vi-sprung with a headboard covered in suedette and the fabric for
the curtains and blinds is by Romo

Below: The top floor guest bedroom was once two little rooms with an internal staircase but Simon moved
the position of the stairs and turned one bedroom into an en suite shower room. The bed is of reclaimed pine
from TR Hayes of Bath. This old door was already here when the couple moved in so they recycled it to use as
a bedroom cupboard door

Above Left: The en suite shower room is part of the new extension; the tiles are from Precious Stone in
Stroud and the loo and basin are by Rak from The Bath Store in Bath
Above Right: All the fittings in the family bathroom were here already and the couple decided to keep them
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C We hadn’t realised the
house lacked foundations;
in fact it was simply
leaning against the stone-
built retaining wall of the
main village road

watching the twins play,” says Simon.

Downstairs they put in under floor
heating and laid limestone flooring above
it to replace the mixture of quarry tiles and
stone flags which they found had been
laid directly onto the earth. They installed
a Coalbrookdale wood burner in the snug
to supply hot water upstairs for the
radiators and they took up the old wooden
floors in the snug and first floor lounge,
repaired them, de-nailed them, then re-
laid them after adding steel beams to
reinforce the lounge floor. In the kitchen
they got rid of a loo and pushed this wall
back by 2.5 metres to create much more
space before having new cabinets fitted by
Woodchester Cabinet Makers. “They not
only made our wonderful new kitchen but
took out the old one and re-built it into
the new utility room for free!” says Simon.
“They also supplied us with our Mercury
range cooker which is a fantastic bit of kit,
British-made, very robust and great for
massive cooking sprees.” Then the
builders fitted out two en suite shower
rooms, one in the new two-storey
extension, the other on the top floor and
created from an unwanted bedroom, and
refurbished the original two bathrooms
(one of which is downstairs).

Work began in October 2009 which was
when Philippa discovered she was
pregnant — with twins! The couple
managed to live on site until the end of
January 2010, despite the heavy snow of
that winter, living in just one bedroom
and the upstairs lounge which was stuffed
with furniture. Then kind neighbours
stepped in and lent them a room from the
February to the April. Unfortunately
Philippa then had some problems and
was admitted to hospital where the twins
were born in May; however she was to
spend a total of 12 weeks in hospital
before she and the babies were allowed
home.

Meanwhile back at the house there
existed just a building site from the April
to the June but luckily Simon found he
could let his builders Chappell and Dix get
on with the work while he stayed with
Philippa in the hospital. “It was a very
fraught time and I took six months off
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Above: The new kitchen is handmade by Woodchester Cabinet Makers and painted in Pearl from
the Little Green Paint Company. The granite worktops are Grigio Argento 30 mm thick from the
Bristol Granite and Marble Company via WCM. There is also a Mercury range cooker and a stainless

work to be with her,” he says.
Nevertheless despite the heavy workload
the whole project took just nine months —
“just like the twins did,” says Simon.

The house began with three bedrooms
and two bath rooms and still has three
bedrooms (although the first floor sitting
room could become a bedroom) but now
has four bath/shower rooms. All the new
doors are made of French oak and Simon
let a lot more natural light into the rather
dark snug by building three arches into
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steel Franke sink and taps from WCM

the wall facing the passage running
parallel with the garden. “We were
surprised to see that the previous owners
had added this corridor and that
originally the wall of the snug had been
the external wall of the cottage - this was
about 60 years ago,” he says. When it
came to furnishing the house they
brought much of their existing furniture
with them but also bought more; this is
when they discovered their two new
Duresta sofas were too big to go up the
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Above: Simon with son Lucas

Left: Exterior of the Cotswold stone house which
goes back in part to at least the 1600s and is said to
have once been a forge

ADDRESS BOOK

Simon Ellis of Ellis & Co, chartered building
surveyors, architects and planning consultants
of Bath, mobile: 07813 488595

Woodchester Cabinet Makers,
tel: 01453 835580,
www.woodchestercabinetmakers.co.uk

new stairs so had to be carried through
the first floor windows, which had to be
removed first.

But at last, their new home was ready
and now the couple are delighted with
the new light and airy space they have
created — “one the old blacksmith would
never recognise if he had the chance to
see it,” says Simon. “It was all a bit of a
challenge but not only do we have a
much bigger and brighter home but a
wonderful family too.” |
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