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HOME TRUTHS

THE PROPERTY

Converted Victorian warehouse
LOCATION Cornwall
ROOMS Sitting room/
kitchen-diner, four

bedrooms, bathroom
PURCHASED 2006
PREVIOUS PROPERTY
‘We also have a detached house
in Gloucestershire, says Jane.

S H I P S H A P E PAUL FREEDMAN AND JANE MILLICHIP SAW THE POTENTIAL FOR A CHILLY
INDUSTRIAL BUILDING TO BECOME A BRIGHT AND BREEZY SEASIDE HOME

SITTING ROOM |
The family cleverly positioned their furniture
to divide the open-plan space into separate |
zones for a cosy, more intimate feel.
Westfire Series Two woodburner, from £1,149,
Cornwall Woodburners. Chester three-seater
sofa, £1,500, Habitat, would suit this space

FEATURE VICTORIA JENKINS | PHOTOGRAPHY WILLIAM GODDARD

KITCHEN

Tongue-and-groove cabinetry

suits the coastal location.

Bespoke kitchen, £7,000, Woodchester
Cabinet Makers. Hermine throw, £15, lkea
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ooking at Paul Freedman and Jane

Millichip’s Penzance home, you

would never guess the pair used to

spend holidays camped out there,
back when it was barely habitable.

Built in Victorian times, the former
warehouse became an art gallery before
falling into disrepair. The couple’s friend
Andy then bought it as a place to store stock
for his interiors business. But the beautiful
coastal location eclipsed its shoddy state, and
Jane and Paul spent many holidays there with
sons Billy, 14, and Joe, 11, happy to put up
with its primitive facilities while making
full use of the nearby beach.

DESIGN FOR LIVING
‘The property was just a shell divided by
afloor and staircase, with no heating or
hot water,’ says Paul. Later, a temporary
bathroom was fashioned out of an existing
bath, which had no taps, and an electric
shower, while a Baby Belling and basic LPG
oven provided cooking facilities.

Two years ago, the family decided it was
high time for a thorough overhaul and came
up with an unusual plan. They offered to
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completely renovate the building in return
for a half share of the property. Andy agreed,
and together, they set about making

the warehouse fit for 21st-century living.

STARTING AFRESH
Unsure, at first, how to maximise the space,
the friends wanted to create more basement
rooms,butwhenthecostofconversionproved
prohibitive, they had to think creatively. They
drew up designs for an open-plan ground
floor, with living, kitchen and dining areas
aswellasaseparate bathroom, while upstairs,
a cavernous space became a zoned sleeping
area. ‘My brother-in-law is an architect, and
he helped squeeze every inch out of the
space,’ says Paul. ‘Now we use the basement
as a laundry, boiler room and surfboard store.’
Over the course of a year, the renovations
began to take shape, with Andy and Paul
making regular site inspections. 'We removed
both floors, then slowly put everything back
together,’ explains Paul. ‘We reinstated
features that we could salvage, including the
pine staircase and the original bath, which
we rather liked. The work included removing
a column that supported the first floor, and

MASTER BEDROOM

An antique French bed, wardrobe and
side cabinet, all part of Andy’s old stock,
were refurbished and repainted.
Furniture painted in Parma Gray estate
eggshell, £51 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball.

Shutters, £540 per pair, Moosejaw Woodworks

installing an RSJ spanning the length of the
room." In addition, rotting joists were
replaced, and the building was rewired,
replastered and replumbed.

With the structure in place, the friends
could work on creating a cosy interior in
keeping with a seaside escape. They sourced
engineered oak from Normandy for the
flooring and double-glazed windows from
Poland. Upstairs, an insulated ceiling hides
the roof timbers and helps to retain heat.

BRIGHT AND INVITING

At the heart of the ground-floor living area is
thekitchenwithtongue-and-groovecabinetry
and a generous peninsula to make cooking a
sociable affair. Awoodburning stove creates a
welcoming focal point, while walls are simply
painted white. Stock from Andy’s interiors
business helped to furnish the space, but Paul
and Jane’s favourite acquisition comes in the
form of their Irish terrier, Seamus. ‘Since
we've had him, we spend even more time
going for long cliff-top walks on the South
West Coast Path,’ says Paul. It's a beautiful
spot, and the icing on the cake is that we now
have a welcoming home to return to. &
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The couple rebuilt this room'’s stud B
walls to hide the new pipework. % i e
Blind, price on application, Jenny
Morgan Soft Furnishings -
e =3 y

Last worp ‘We furnished the house with lot of different things, but with the
painted wood, the whites and pale greys, itlooks a bit like a Scandinavian lakeside cabin’

BEDROOM

Paul and Jane’s existing metal bed fits

perfectly into its new surroundings.
Brennington bed, from £99, Atlantic Shopping,
would work here. Sovereign mirror, £130, Habitat




